May 5th

The feast Day of Edmund Rice may be a good opportunity for your school to mark the change that has taken place in Trusteeship of all Christian Brother schools.  The following prayer service could be held during a school assembly or with different class groups.
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The time is now! 
The place is here! 
You are the people!
Dedication and Blessing

Hymn: Companions on the Journey[image: image2.jpg]



Refrain:

We are companions on the journey,




Breaking bread and sharing life,




And in the love we bear

Is the hope we share

For we believe in the love of our God,

We believe in the love of our God.

No longer strangers to each other,

No longer strangers in God’s house,

We are fed and we are nourished

By the strength of those who care,

By the strength of those who care.

We have been gifted with each other

And we are called by the Word of the Lord

To act with justice, to love tenderly,

And to walk humbly with our God,

To walk humbly with our God. 
Teacher/Leader: 
We pray. . . 

God of faithfulness, God ever new, as we journey through the new reality, projects and possibilities of the Edmund Rice Schools Trust, we are in need of energy and renewed hope.  Wondering what change we are able to effect by our words, actions and prayers, we need your grace to guide our hearts.  We need the power of your Son to rekindle and sustain our passion.  We need the wisdom of your Spirit to see the ever present possibility for change and conversion, for growth and transformation.
We call on the charity and excellent spiritual benevolence of Blessed Edmund Rice to be with us in our midst.  Allow us to be enfolded by the loving embrace you so tenderly give and hear the quiet whisperings of your heart as we open ourselves to new realities in your name.

Give us eyes of faith, that we might see wonders in our midst, that we might have the courage to hope and the courageous stamina to live. Amen.
Scripture Reading

A reading from the first letter of John [3:17-18]

If a man who was rich enough in this world’s goods

Saw that one of his brothers was in need,

But closed his heart to him,

How could the love of God live in him?

My children, our love is not to be just words or mere talk,

But something real and active.

Blessed Edmund Rice and his followers were united in their desire to work for justice, to free the people from the social, political and spiritual bondage of their day, by sharing from their own resources and providing opportunities for advancement of the poor through education and care.
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Inspired by the spirit of Edmund so alive in this place today,

We as colleagues in the Edmund Rice network,

Dedicate ourselves to work together in our continuing mission

To tell the story of Edmund, to share his vision

And to nurture the response in those who are moved by his example.

Prayer

O God, we thank you for the life of Edmund Rice.

He opened his heart to Christ present in those

Oppressed by poverty and injustice.

May we follow his example of faith and generosity.

Grant us the courage and compassion of Edmund

As we seek to live lifes of love and service.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Blessing

Hymn: City of God

Awake from your slumber, arise from your sleep!

A new day is dawning for all those who weep.

The people in darkness have seen a great light,

The Lord of our longing has conquered the night.

Refrain:
Let us build the city of God

May our tears be turned into dancing.

For the Lord, our Light and our Love,

Has turned the night into day!

We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day.

The One who has loved us has brightened our way.

The Lord of all kindness has called us to be

A light for his people to set their hearts free [Refrain]
God is light; in him there is no darkness,

Let us walk in his light, his children, one and all

O comfort my people; make gentle your words,

Proclaim to my city the day of her birth. [Refrain]
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